	Table S3: summary of results, stratified by whether or not user fees are charged for health services

	Outcome
	User fees
	No user fees

	
	Number of studies*
	Number of deaths
	Proportion
(95% CI)
	I2
	Number of studies*
	Number of deaths
	Proportion
(95% CI)
	I2

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Died at home
	9
	3630
	69.1 (56.2-80.6)
	98.4
	16
	3364
	43.8 (34.3-53.5)
	96.7

	Died in a health facility
	8
	3533
	24.9 (14.6-36.9)
	98.3
	11
	2811
	44.8 (33.5-56.5)
	97.3

	Died en route to a health facility
	2
	799
	3.6 (2.4-5.0)
	-
	6
	1593
	5.2 (1.9-9.7)
	89.6

	Died elsewhere
	6
	2470
	5.6 (0.8-13.9)
	97.9
	8
	2106
	3.9 (1.9-6.5)
	84.3

	Signs/Symptoms of illness
	5
	2250
	96.9 (89.6-100.0)
	97.8
	8
	2333
	99.1 (95.1-100.0)
	96.9

	Signs/Symptoms of severe illness
	5
	1962
	89.6 (70.9-99.4)
	99.0
	6
	2082
	89.6 (76.3-97.9)
	98.4

	Died immediately/no care given
	8
	2120
	19.4 (9.1-32.4)
	97.4
	8
	2536
	15.2 (4.9-29.7)
	98.7

	Home care given
	5
	1846
	38.9 (27.0-51.5)
	95.7
	9
	2587
	44.9 (22.6-68.2)
	99.3

	Sought/attempted to seek care outside the home
	11
	3942
	67.9 (52.5-81.5)
	98.9
	17
	3630
	70.9 (60.7-80.2)
	97.5

	Sought/attempted to seek formal care
	12
	3945
	53.1 (39.0-66.9)
	98.6
	13
	2915
	65.0 (51.6-77.3)
	98.0

	Sought/attempted to seek informal care
	6
	3037
	25.2 (14.4-37.8)
	98.2
	10
	2420
	11.3 (4.2-21.0)
	97.5

	Died before setting out/en route to provider
	4
	1516
	7.6 (3.8-12.6)
	84.0
	5
	1634
	8.0 (2.8-15.5)
	94.7

	Arrived alive at formal health facility (out of all deaths)
	5
	1846
	45.4 (27.9-63.5)
	98.0
	5
	1634
	49.6 (32.0-67.3)
	97.9

	Arrived alive at formal health facility (of those who sought formal care)
	5
	1185
	92.1 (80.5-99.2)
	95.2
	5
	940
	84.8 (73.3-93.6)
	93.3

	Left formal health facility alive (out of all deaths)
	3
	1499
	40.0 (22.4-59.0)
	-
	4
	1608
	26.7 (11.7-45.0)
	98.3

	Left formal health facility alive (of those who arrived alive)
	3
	898
	78.2 (75.4-80.9)
	-
	4
	758
	65.4 (39.0-87.6)
	97.9

	Referred for further care (out of all deaths)
	4
	1596
	12.3 (4.1-23.8)
	96.7
	7
	2126
	16.3 (7.4-27.6)
	97.3

	Referred for further care (of those who left the facility alive)
	3
	700
	34.4 (4.5-73.9)
	-
	4
	498
	34.5 (7.6-68.4)
	97.8

	Accepted referral (of all deaths)
	3
	1499
	9.1 (3.0-17.9)
	-
	7
	2126
	9.5 (4.3-16.4)
	94.9

	Accepted referral (of those referred)
	3
	278
	73.5 (58.0-86.7)
	-
	7
	315
	62.3 (48.0-75.7)
	77.6


*Note: In cases where data was collected from more than one country as part of the same study, each country was counted as a separate study for the purpose of the meta-analysis 
Figures in red: significant at P<0.05; figures in orange: significant at p<0.1



